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Access to safe sanitation is a national priority in Nepal, directly supporting progress toward SDG 6. While coverage
has improved, there is a strong need for practical tools to assess and compare sanitation status across
municipalities. To address this, the Government of Nepal, through the Ministry of Water Supply, has developed the
NWASH-MIS, a national WASH information management system.
NWASH-MIS strengthens locally led, data-driven decision-making by engaging all three tiers of government in data
management and WASH plan formulation. Local governments play a central role, using the system to visualize
current WASH conditions and make evidence-based decisions for planning, budgeting, and promoting sustainable
services.
So far, 326 municipalities have completed WASH plans using NWASH-MIS, with data validated at the local level.
Building on this, Sanitation Report Card is developed with support from WaterAid Nepal, under the Scaling CWIS
Service System Project executed by the UN-Habitat Nepal, with the funding support of the Gates Foundation,
drawing on data from households level and service status to provide a clear snapshot of sanitation performance.

Analysis Sample Size: 326 Municipality

Selection Criteria: Approved or draft WASH Plans
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In this report, the Sanitation Service Level Status, as assessed
using the Joint Monitoring Programme (JMP) indicators, has been
categorized into three principal classifications. Category A
denotes a higher level of service achievement in accordance
with the tool’s defined thresholds; Category B reflects a
moderate level of performance; and Category C represents
comparatively lower service attainment
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METHODOLOGY
The assessment was undertaken through a structured process of
technical steps designed to ensure accuracy, consistency, and
alignment with predefined standards:
1. Sanitation Service-level data were retrieved from the NWASH
system of municipalities where WASH plans are either approved or
in draft form. The extraction process followed the JMP-aligned
service ladders to maintain global comparability.
2. Extracted datasets underwent rigorous cleaning and logical
validation. This included type checks, range checks, and
consistency checks to verify the reliability of percentage
distributions and eliminate anomalies.
3. Municipal performance was classified into three categories,
and the categorization was guided by the threshold matrix jointly
defined by MuAN, NARMIN, WaterAid, and DWSSM, ensuring
sectoral consensus and standardization.
4. Finally, the results were synthesized into tables and visualization
outputs. These tools provide a clear snapshot of municipal
sanitation service levels, enabling stakeholders to interpret
performance and identify priority areas for intervention.

The primary data source for this assessment of Sanitation Service
Level Status is the NWASH portal. Data were extracted from various
NWASH modules—Household Sanitation data, service level and
coverage information available in summary charts and tables. 

As there are no standard documents defining category thresholds for
classifying municipalities based on sanitation service levels, these
categories have been developed based on experience and may
vary depending on perspective.
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CATEGORY A CATEGORY B CATEGORY C

Safely Managed Service  > 80% 
OR 
Basic Service  > 95%

Safely Managed Service  > 30% and ≤ 80%
OR
Basic Service > 80% and ≤ 95%

Safely Managed Service  ≤ 30% 
OR 
Basic Service ≤ 70%

CATEGORY B

CATEGORY C

CATEGORY A

Municipal Sanitation Service Status 
Report Card, 2026

Sanitation Service status of 346 Municipality

Population with access to Safely Managed sanitation services 45.17%

Population with access to Basic sanitation services 21.94%

Population with access to Limited sanitation services 1.92%

Population with access to Unimproved sanitation services 13.72%

Population without access to a toilet (households may not have their own toilet) 17.25%
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CATEGORY FINDINGS 
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Category A

Municipal Sanitation Service Status 
Report Card, 2026



Category B

Municipal Sanitation Service Status 
Report Card, 2026



Category C
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SCAN ME

Municipality
Category List

This report card has been jointly prepared through the collaborative efforts of the Department of Water Supply and
Sewerage Management (DWSSM) and WaterAid Nepal.
 

Scan this QR code to access the
complete categorization list of all
326 local governments. The linked
sheet applies a classification tool to
categorize each rural municipality
and municipality.

Basic sanitation service:
Basic sanitation service
refers to the use of
improved sanitation
facilities that are not
shared with other
households. 

Limited sanitation
service:
Refers to the use of Use
of improved facilities
shared between two or
more households.

Unimproved sanitation
service:
Use of pit latrines
without a slab or
platform, hanging
latrines or bucket
latrines.

Open Defecation or 
No sanitation service:
Disposal of human faeces in
fields, forests, bushes, open
bodies of water, beaches
and other open spaces or
with solid waste.
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The JMP ladder for sanitation
Safely Managed Service:
Use of improved facilities
that are not shared with
other households and where
excreta are safely disposed
of in situ or removed and
treated offsite


